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You who revered by devas, asuras and
human; you who is emancipated from the
birth, old age, disease and death. O Lord of
the World! The Compassionate one! | am
devoid of refuge, please protect me (from

these sufferings) with your compassion.
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| am drowned in the midst of ocean of
samsara, | have been engulfed by the waves
of Klesha (defilements, disturbing emotions).
| have been neglected, O The Great
Compassionate one!, | am frightened. |
supplicate you with tears for protecting me

from this dreadful situation.
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| got blind due to the darkness of craving, |
am shivering due to the great fear of death.

O Compassionate one! Please protect and
look upon me so that | may not be driven to

the suffering of Avici hell.
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| committed many non-virtuous actions such
as adultry and killing of thousands of
sentient beings out of ignorance. O
Comepassionate one! Please destroy all my
evil deeds committed through my body.
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| have been speaking lies throughout the life
for the name and fame. O Lord of the World!

please eliminate all my evil deeds committed
through speech so that | may not fall in the

eternal hell.
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| have been wishing for suffering of sentient
beings, | have been ratifying the suffering of
others. Therefore, now | lament for my
unwholesome mental deeds and | pray O
lord! please cleanse all these deeds of my
mind.
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You are the one who have been protecting
the sentient beings of six realms namely
devas, asuras, humans, animals, ghosts and
hell who are in suffering for long. Therefore,

this is my humble request for the same.
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As my youth is passing, my body is getting
frail. Listen O Lord! Before | fall into the
hell please protect me.
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Isn’t it so that you are engaged in the welfare

of others and | have been left out.
Please look at me with compassion for my

welfare.
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Just upon remembering you by devotees, you
get convinced and you destroy their Klesh.
Why didn't you look at me? O
Compassionate One! You are the one who
is proficient in doing welfare of others,

please don't neglect me.
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You have offered elephant, horse, son, wife,
territorial power, lavish palace with all the
means of comfort, even own flesh, bone,
head and blood to those who asked for
them for infinite times.
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FefepgHNag: fadrafmfmee
fregfa: 11
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AL

wrard
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Qe A1 fosan e it AidvaT @ v

O Lord of the World!You satisfied the world
by bestowing upon the people with
accomplishment of eight great magical
powers (Eight Siddhis) namely Anjan (A
collyrium), pills, flying through sky, alchemy,
mantras, gem, ogress and access.
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¥ afr R e faearaest m
=R 19310
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wrard
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SR TR a1 RN g F TR
T S fasarg |

To those who are deprived of the hands,

feet, eyes and afflicted with diseases, you
bestowed their body with fullness and good

health along with virtuous qualities.

TREAaTeete~: wiva qifva |ar
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LA
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it N (T TT=e) TewTe @Ry
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You pacified the fear from poison, disease,
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planets, dakinis and yoginis. Even the
messenger of death couldn't go near to them

who are loved by you.

g @R % Rewmt g=eaf wEg
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+ L, AMME - A(qAFIT A0,
AR, - A+ A+ qMm -
WE + A foragE #E + q=9

wrard

T <ear W gry & fesarn S § dideax
| R g am gt g g #

i freantvee &aed weT: v&amT WHAT IT <4,
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Thus O Lord of the World! Why do you
abandon me? What shall | do to make you
happy? Raising my hands, | pray everyday with
tears for eliminating my fear and distress.

v faedfsg ssaewar faagamd
ATHA LT
THAMTSAH, 119%11
L]

- g, fwdfe - e + s - =@
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wrare
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ORI T 919 AT | R o Sftee e
A AL TAPA Tb AEl (XA G Afee
IR & ST S |

Due to my indulgence in pleasure through
six senses, my mind became restless and
agitating, | happened to commit numerous
evil deeds by my body. | have been living
merely for food and | am wandering

fruitlessly.

Tq £€ GG AW P TR
fafrarsaife @A |
AAEFATIIA SRS GG war qme A
R 119911
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ot qeg forar qlRn |t @ |

O Lord of the World ! | bow down in front
of you in different ways. May | not have to
experience the suffering of lower realms
(hell, hungry ghosts and animals). May | be
born in higher realm after my death if not

liberated in current life.

Megulaaraaeq & HaAgRY A |
TfraericayaeaTg @ T® garaa
T 119511

weare

HEgUaATEeq - WE + 3 + FETIE + B9
- WE + 39 + P + Rq/ RO, @ - g,
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+ 9ME; - HIAN + M + TSR + @, &
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HE 39 foaamr e eR0 g e gaed
HEEEAT I & @: |

% o e g T @81 @ g, T saa R
TRAAN AqHEFe Te (qeefd) @ g |
You are like the bridge in the ocean of the
Samsara as you eliminate delusion and
aversion. You are like strong arm for pulling
out from the abyss to those who are fallen
and frightened. You are like Jupiter who
frees the moon from the captivation of Rahu.

g & Iiwaagyfaaaa:
faffagelangaR @ ddiviwamiaTR:
1Rk

e
{raTaTTaRa - T + A+ SR +
T - FAMT + q¢ + TFaTd el /AT
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TR + s + ER + iy
frfSiagelamme R - T + g + w=Aw
+ WX - ATHFE + A %% + WM + A7, &
- g, AT - Sl + s+ sl
+ I - T + 99 + R + I/ FFD
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TP TG TR AT AT (F9T:78, TN
T gy I AT s ged
g |

You benefitted the ill fated sentient beings
by delivering the highest truth sermoned by
the Sugata. You conquered the invincible
craving Mara and helped the sentient beings
to ferry over from the ocean of cyclic

existence.
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7Y @: g b STIQ Fa[qHl AT =48 @: |
You are endowed with elegant body and you
have eliminated all the suffering of the beings.

You have been publicly acknowledged as the
incomparable ocean of compassion and the

compassionate friend.
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Hienfaafaeifaay: - dar + fefa + &
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TR, - g, qCEateeEy - o
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+ foreIoEY + SRR SE
freremafeafaa: - = + 2w + wwled
+ foct:- Sesaeaw/fafg @ ST s +
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e o adfed ar fasare gt @ ) gt
feereamE AsETee faaaey @: | gt qrEme
ferave ared (WESR) S fosare @: |
You engage for the welfare of sentient beings
by destroying their sensual attachments and

karma samskara (volitional cause) by
deploying skillful means. You are like the
mind being at the state of divine samadhi.
You are with very simple mind, as simple as

of beggar (egoless).

THIHI I @A A9 i@ 7
FAM waT |

FUHE AEHEICRE faeadR saewse
13N

=
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- Hlg_ + W&l + ITT + % - HE + a9
TAE + q9 + ], o] - v+
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gl e TR @ e qgve g o
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fr T 4f Weedt e 9d e @we ¥
fEa TR (qUMAT FRO HAA TF T [3HT
= ?

You are compassionate even to the evil
doers but you did not benefit me. How can
| live spoiling all my good qualities of life

due to the effect of sensual desire as if | am
bitten by dreadful snake of delusion?

qFeog Y a1 Feom &r fF waar
PraaemTon

A7 7 oty fefeauam waa: qar «@
frea=s 11311
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Although you protect all the sentient beings
with compassion, yet why they still suffer

and tremble as a result of their karma.| pray
with tears standing in front of you for

protecting them.
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AV qaget qa My
1Y

AL
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+ I + 9§ + A% - SAHA + & + 99 + =4
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ST EASS HE0 B e, frea @
I TS (G © g & aulhs®) SR Iud i
T |

O Protector ! Your compassion is as vastas
the sky. You shower down your compassion
just like rainfall from cloud incessantly and
indiscriminately over land and water; high

and low lands.

T e ol g o T g

TAGELIO |
aval st NaaeEaaE Tag Rl
fafaer faemas 113411

AL

+ 9T - TR UR + , A - T [ - T,
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ST T Thfaeh & STssaea @ diaee qaaqg
I AT @ AM<YdAS a9 AT |

As the effect of merits of remembering you,
O Lord! May all the sentient beings of this
world be reborn in Mt. Potalaka which is
bright as a crystal, and live there with bliss

and happiness.

gfr =t meEfaaifeaEE safme
fa<Paaema: awTea 1)
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TIVTH YTSqFE + @9 + SYAKAT, ILARIYE - This is the end of the Stotra dedicated to
HeTag Taiaqure, frdaawa: - ke + = Avalokitesvara composed by Charapatipada.
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Fig.1 MaiijuSri
with sword (R) and book(L)

Introduction

amarfi@maa
“namo va gisvaraya//”

oing through this group of seven syllables
‘nasmoevaegiesvaeraeyae”, it reminds me of

my preschool days. These are the first letters
I learned in childhood and are the same as the
English a, b, c alphabets. Especially in the Newar
Buddhist community, most of the children grew up
without even noticing the meaning of those seven
syllables. Nearly twenty years ago, when I started
my research on Maiijusri #0%1 Bodhisattva, I was
amazed to find that the first letters I learned in my
childhood are no other than the mantra of Mafijusrt.

Fig.2 Mainjusri
from the Mahavairocanasitra

Fig.3 Namasamgiti Mafijusri
Patan Museurn

In Nepal, Maiijusri equates with Sarasvati, both of
whom are widely worshiped as deities of wisdom

and learning. Adding “Om” at head, it reads as

St AT AFYET 1 “Om namo vagisvaraya” (homage
to VagisSvara). Literally, Vagi§vara is the
composition of ‘vac ‘ speech or voice and ‘1§vara’
master. Thus, Vagisvara, the master of speech, is
another name for Mafijusri that appears as one of the
chanting names in the Namasamgiti.

The Namasamgiti (ca.700 CE FEHi) is
the common name for Madjusrijnasattvasya
Paramartha Namasamgiti. It is a short but influential
Tantra, belonging to a Yogatantra class. It neither
teaches any specific doctrine nor any ritual practice,
but it contains the key terms of several schools of
Buddhist philosophy. This Scripture comprises of
various chanting names for Mafijusri: Adibuddha,
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Maifijusrijianasattva, Vajratiksna, Arapacana,
Vagis§vara, Yamantaka, etc. In the Esoteric
Buddhism, most scriptures describe variety of
complex rites although these are rarely used for
chanting. While the Namasamgiti is one of the few
scriptures oriented for recitation, Nepal preserves a
unique chanting culture of Namasamgiti. It is similar
to the Adhyardhasatika Prajiiaparamita popularly
known as the (Rishu kyo) (B#i#%) in Japan, which
also belongs to the same Y ogatantra category, which
is regarded as daily chanting scripture in Japanese
esoteric Buddhism.

In this short paper, I would like to discuss
the contents and composition of Namasamgiti,
including the benefits of chanting as described in
the scripture. I believe it will help to understand the
significance of the scripture thereby providing more
impetus to preserve our ancient practice of chanting.

1. Maiijusri: the deity of wisdom and

enlightenment

Before going to the main topic, I shall first
outline the Mafjusri’s appearance in Buddhist
scriptures to reflect his various roles. As already
mentioned above, Mafjusri is the bodhisattva
associated with speech, wisdom and intellect.
Holding a sword in right hand and a book in left
hand is his orthodox form (Fig. 1). But we can find
several depiction of Mafjusri with different
iconography in Nepal, China, India, Japan and many
other Asian Buddhist countries, in which he is
considered invariably as the source of wisdom,
inspiration and protection.

Mafijusri was not to be found in Early Pali
Buddhist Canon. He was introduced as a Mahayanic
bodhisattva with various names: Mafijughosa,
Mainjudeva, Arapacana, Vagi$vara, etc. Regarding
the roles of Mafjusr in the Mahayana literatures,
Lamotte 1960, Mallmann 1964, Hirakawa 1989,
Tribe 1994a, b and Tribe 1997 had conducted
remarkable research works. In addition, Shakya 2009
and Shakya 2013 figured out the esoteric aspects of
Mafijusri.

At first, in the Early Mahayana Text
Saddharmapundarikasiitra, popularly known as the
Lotus Siitra, he appears as a member of the assembly
gathered to hear the preaching of Sakyamuni,
together with Avalokitesvara, Maitreya and other
bodhisattvas. Again, in the Gandvyithasitra, he

plays the role of spiritual friend (skz. kalyanamitra),
who helps to attain the Buddhahood (Tribe 1994a
and Tribe 1994b). In the Ajatasatrusiitrardja,
Maiijusri is considered as the mother of all the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas (Hirakawa 1989: 59 62).

In the Mahavairocanasitra (7CE),
belonging to the Carya tantra, at first Mafijusrt
(Fig.2) appears as an attendant similar to other early
Mahayana Sitras, but in later stages, he gains rather
a higher position seating at the east direction of the
Garbhodbhava-mandala. He is named as Vajrada
holding a blue lotus (utpala) with vajra in his left
that symbolizes the wisdom (prajiia), which
eliminates all the worldly desires (Shakya 2009) and
leads us to the enlightenment. In this Text, Vajrada
or Maijusri holds vajra instead of holding sword
khadga, symbolizing firm vows to attain
Buddhahood.

Again in the Tattvasamgraha (7CE),
MafijusrT appears again as a member of assembly
along with Vajrapani, Avalokite$§vara, Akasagarbha
etc. This tantra describes about the
Paficakarabhisambodhi (the five stages of meditation
to gain Buddhahood); through this complicated
ritual process, he is given Vajra name, called as
Vajratiksna. Then he presides at the right side of
Amitabha Buddha at the west direction of
Vajradhatumandala. In this Mandala, Mahavairocana
is the central deity, whereas Amitabha is the head of
Padmakula lotus family symbolizing Buddhahood
wisdom in the Tattvasamgraha (Shakya 2009: 91
93).

In addition, Maifijusri is chanted with more
than 800 various names in Namasamgiti sketching
his characteristic aspects. Among them, the
“janakah sarvabuddhanam” s&: wdgg@™_ (the
creator of all the buddhas) is one of his chanting
names described in 60th verse. This ‘name’, the
creator of all the Buddhas, is similar to the above
stated explanation “creator of all the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas” in the Ajatasatrusitrardja.

Again in its 100th verse it reads as follows:

andadinidhano buddha adibuddho niranvayah /
Jjianaikacaksur amalo jianamiirtis tathagatah //

He is the one without the beginning and
the end; he is the enlightened one; Adibuddha sresg;
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he is the person without any connection. He bears
single eye of gnosis; he is stainless; he is gnosis
embodied and the Tathagata.

The Namasamgiti is the first Buddhist
Tantric text where Maifijusr1 is described as
Adibuddha. He is the firstly awakened one, and thus
is considered as the self existent Svayambhii @&+
who is free from origination and cause. Moreover,
he is the source of all kinds creation (Shakya 2010).
This concept of Adibuddha provides a remarkable
influence in the Kalacakratantra (11 CE) as well.

As described above, in the early texts
Maiijusri Bodhisattva appeared as an assembly
member, and represents the wisdom leading all the
sentient beings to Buddhahood. Though being a
bodhisattva, he is considered to be the progenitor
of all buddhas and bodhisattvas as seen in the
Mahayanic Ajatasatrusitrardja. This interpretation
of Maiijusri is further developed into the Tantric
“Adibuddha” concept; he is the firstly awakened
one and the source of all origination having no
beginning and no ending. It is noteworthy to see
that in the Namasamgiti, Manjusri, the Buddha of
buddhas, is placed at the supreme position.

In the context of Nepal, it is believed that
Maiijusrt had come from Wutaisan, China and he is
closely related with genesis of present Kathmandu
Valley. Thus he is worshiped as educator, creator,
and protector representing the deep rooted faith of
Maiijusri. That is to say that this faith might have
developed from the Namasamgiti.

2. The composition of Namasamgiti

As mentioned above, the Namasamgiti
itself doesn’t serve any specific doctrines and ritual
practices. Analysis of its contents indicates that the
Namasamgiti belongs to the Yogatantra class.
However showing its closed relationship with the
Kalacakratantra, Bu ston, the celebrated Tibetan
scholar monk of 14CE, categorized it in the
Yoganiruttara Tantra (gNyi su med pa’i rgyud).
Although the Tantra itself is a short text, several
commentators have interpreted it from various
standpoints. Consequently, the respective
commentators were designated as the founders of
the schools offering their own doctrines and ritual
practices. Following those commentaries, several
Namasamgiti related works - shorter and longer
rituals works - are found in the Tibetan Tripitaka.

Bu ston, classified them into three categories:

(a) the Yogatantra standpoints,
(b) the Yogottaratantra standpoints,
(c) the Kalacakratantra standpoints.

There is no doubt to say that for a single
short Tantra like the Namasamgiti, the existence of
such various commentaries written from the
above-mentioned standpoints is very rare, and it
proves its importance in the Buddhist world (Shakya
2008a).

2.1. Thus I hear
Generally, the Buddhist scriptures, whether
it is in Pali or Sanskrit, begin with the words:
“evam maya Srutam ekasmin samaye
bhagavan .......

Td AAT A ST STEM ..

Thus, I heard this, at one time Bhagavan

This introductory portion tells us when, to
whom, who and where the scripture was preached,
which reveals that the contents of scripture are told
directly from Buddha’s own mouth. In fact, it is a
mandatory beginning to establish any scripture to
be a Buddhist doctrine.

Now let’s see how The Namasamgiti opens:
“atha vajradharah §riman durdantadamakah parah//
a ForeR; WM @REHEH: T
Then Vajradhara, the auspicious, the tamer of
untamable one, the supreme...

And it ends as follows:

Aryamayajalat sodasasahasrikan
Mahayogatantrantahpatisamadhijalapatalad
bhagavattathagata - Sakyamunibhasita bhagavato
Mafijusrijianasatvasya

Paramartha Namasamgitih parisamapta //

AT SIS THTE I HETd N1
RIGEEEEICEECIE

A AARTALTERIHANINGT SEar Hospismgeas
TIATIT ATAEINf: gREHTT 1)

Namsamgiti that praises various
characteristics names of Maiijusri, is extracted from
the “Samadhijala” chapter of Aryamaydjala
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belonging to Mahayogatantra, consisting of 16000
Verses.

Thus, it is claimed that the Namasamgiti
itself is an extracted version of so called a long
version Mayajala-mahdayogatantra. This could be
the reason that the present Namasamgiti starts from
“atha vajradharah...” instead of “evam maya
Srutam...” The Tibetan Canon preserves the scripture
Mayajalatantra (Derge ed. Tohoku No. 466; Peking
ed. Otani 102). But there is still room to confirm
whether it is the same scripture proclaimed in
Namasamgiti.

Though Namasamgiti does not clearly
provide the introductory information, which is seen
in other Sitras and Tantras. However, it can be
recovered from the Annotations explained by
various commentators. Referring the contents,
Sakyamuni is the “Bhagavat” or the preacher
Desaka of this Tantra, while Vajradhara is the hearer.
According to the commentary Amrtakarnika written
by Ravisrijiana, Sakyamuni Buddha preaches
Namasamgiti in a place called Sridhanyakataka
Mahacaitya along with erection of Dharmadhatu-
vagisvara -mandala on the full moon day of Chaitra
(Caitrapirnima). The Sridhanyakataka stupa
presently lies at Amaravati in Andhra Pradesh of
India, and this sacred place was said to have been
the centre for Buddhist studies until the decline of
Sanskrit-based Buddhism from Indian in the
beginning of 13th century.

Nowadays, the Buddhist community in
Nepal celebrates this full moon day of Chaitra month

= IRTHT as the festival of Namasamgiti @S

94 | This is helping to preserve Nepal’s unique
culture of chanting Namasamgiti.

2.2. The Contents of Namasamgiti

The Namasamgiti is the recite-oriented
Tantra that contains both verse and prose sections
listed in 14 chapters. It is worthy of note that this
chapter division follows pattern of the section
enumeration as introduced in Vilasavajra’s
commentary Namamantrarthavalokini (§CE). Most
of the extant Sanskrit manuscripts of the
Namasamgiti also follow this division of the section
enumeration. Besides, the Tibetan translations
carried in the Derge, the Urga, the Peking, the
Narthang and the ‘Jang sa tham editions follow the
same pattern of 14 chapter names of Vilasavajra.

However the Lhasa and the Tog Palace editions have
no mention of such chapters. Regarding the
commentaries on Namasamgiti, the two
commentaries of Mafijusrimitra (8 CE) and
Maijusrikirti (10 CE) did not follow the
Vilasavajra’s tradition. As for the chapter titles of
Namasamgiti, this commentary, interpreted from the
Yogatantra standpoints, has a significant influence
(Shakya 2008a). And, at present Vilasavajra’s
chapter enumeration is considered the standard one
in Namasamgiti.

The present Namasamgiti consists of 167
verses, which are divided into 12 chapters: beginning
from the 16-versed first chapter Adhyesana - seiet
“Instruction” and concluding with the 5-versed
twelfth chapter Upasamhara 3988 “Epilogue”. The
remaining two chapters viz. Mantravinyasa
A= and Anusamsa FTLET, both are in prose
form. The entire contents of fourteen chaptered
Namasamgiti can be outlined in following groups:
(1) At first, Vajradhara requests Sakyamuni to

explain the chanting names Namasamgiti. This
portion comprises of four chapters, from
Adhyesana STEAWUI to Mayajalabhisambodhi-
krama -

TSR with a total of 27 verses.

(2) After accepting the request, Sakyamuni states
various names of Maiijusri. These are contained
in 7 chapters, starting from Vajradhatumandala
TIYIqAvS to Paficatathagatajfianastuti -

TSAAINAAM&T with a total of 114 verses,
which almost cover the entire verses in a way.

(3) Then the benefits (Anusamsa ATAET ) of
chanting the names are explained in the prose
form.

(4) This continues with the Mantra of Maiijusii,
and it is called Mantravinyasa A=atq=ame

(5) Vajradhara pays compliment to Buddha
(Upasamhar IT98N)

(6) Proclamation of the Namasamgiti itself as an
extracted version of so called long
Mayajalamahayogatantra.

The Namasamgiti composed of 14 chapters

is also known as “Longer version”, while the 167

verses together with Mantravinyasa W=afa=arq

included only in 13 chapters is known as “Short
version”. The later one is almost in a verse form, and
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therefore convenient to recite rhythmically.
Consequently, it is very much popular among
Nepalese Buddhists and it is chanted daily in many
Baha and Bahis, the Buddhist monasteries, in Nepal.
Most of the printed Namasamgiti books include only
the so called the thirteen- chaptered “Short version”,
which is silent about the prose section that describes
the benefits on chanting.

“One who keep, understand, recite,
explain, scribe, make copy of Sitra scriptures and
also worship them with various offering such as
flower, incense, flag, etc. then he or she may obtain
the supreme enlightenment.”

This is the teaching of many Mahayana
Texts: Prajiiaparamita, Saddharmapundarika-
siitra, etc. It seems that this faith of acquiring merits
by scribing Buddhist manuscripts was highly
prevalent in Nepalese Buddhist community, and
many scriptures were reproduced wishing to gain
health, wealth, longevity and other worldly benefits.
The possession of huge Buddhist manuscripts in
Nepal could be the result of it. The discovery of
theses collection brought a revolutionary change
in the present Buddhist studies as well as in the
religious faith (Shakya 2017). Thanks to our
ancestors who scribed many Namasamgiti
manuscripts also. Among those manuscripts there
were both the verse and prose sections included.

The Chinese version also consists of the
translation of the “Long version” consisting of verse
and prose section. There exist four different
translated versions translated by four individual
scholar-monks in-between the Song and Yuan
dynasties, and these are recorded as TS No. 1187,
1188, 1189 and 1190 in Chinese Taisho Tripitaka.
In Tibetan Canon also, it is preserved through its
Tibetan translation (Derge Edition Tohoku No. 360
and Peking Edition Otani No. 2). It is evident that
the Chinese and Tibetan translations both had
restored the “Longer version” of Namasamgiti.

Recently I am involved in the study of two
Namasamgiti manuscripts scribed at Kathmandu in
the beginning 13th century. These Ranjana
manuscripts also comprise the verse and prose
section of Namasamgiti. It is still to be examined
since when the Nepalese chanting tradition adopted
only the verse section together with Mantravinyasa

Heata=aE. By the way, the manuscripts scribed in
the 20th century had almost omitted the Anusamsa
part. It is by now clear that the “Short version”
without the prose section of Anusamsa has become
mainstream.

3. Various Benefits on Chanting the
Namasamgiti

The prose section of AnuSamsa - 3T
speaks about the importance and benefits of
chanting the Namasamgiti. It is regrettable that this
portion is excluded in present Namasamgiti books.
In other words, we have almost lost the tradition of
chanting Anusamsa 3T section.

Here I would like to introduce a chanting
ceremony that begins in every morning before dawn.
The Adikarmapradipa of Advayavajra and the
Kudrstinirghatana of Anupamavajra are two older
esoteric ritual texts of 11-12 CE. According to these
Texts, the chanting rite of Namasamgiti after
washing one’s face is regarded as a daily monastic
ritual of Buddhist practitioners. And the similar rite
is uninterruptedly performed in some of the
monasteries like the Golden Temple at Patan.
Interestingly, even today at Golden Temple, the day
begins with the chanting of Namasamgiti, and the
rituals of washing the face (mukhasuca-; G -
TR @@ fF) of Kwabaju, the principal deity.
This shows Nepal preserves the culture of
Namasamgiti patha that has a history of more than
a thousand year (Shakya 2006), and the “Short
version” has prevailed to this date.

Now, I will briefly discuss the contents
AnuSamsa LT Chapter, which is divided into
six groups, where Maifijusri is praised and then details
of the benefits on chanting are elaborated. This
chapter proposes to chant the Namasamgiti three
times a day. According to the commentary of
Mafijusrikirti, the three times mean dawn, mid-day
and evening (Shakya 2006). These days in Nepalese
Buddhist monasteries mainly chants the
Namasamgiti at dawn and in evening. But it is
chanted in the daytime also as per request of the
Sponsor.

The Anusamsa section states several
benefits accruing from reciting the Namasamgiti in
a proper manner. It can be summarized into
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following four main categories:

I Benefits of eliminating various misfortunes or

fears that may occur in daily life.

II. Benefits of bringing good health, long life and
materialistically rich life. For that reason, it is
also chanted on one’s birthday too.

. Benefits of purifying all unpleasant destinies,
pacifying bad Karma. When anyone dies, then
this scripture is chanted wishing to alleviate all
lowly existences.

. Benefits of being born where the Buddha exists
and finally follow the path to attain the Nirvana.

Conclusion

The Namasamgiti is the most chanted
scripture in Nepalese Buddhist community. As seen
above, one may gain a wide range of worldly
benefits, and ultimately may attain Buddhahood
through chanting the Namasamgiti. Unlike some
other scriptures, there is no restriction of any sort in
changing Namasamgiti. All either monk or layman
can chant and there is no pre-condition of any sort
to do so. These could be the reasons why this culture
of reciting Namasamgiti is so much accepted in
Nepal.

In spite of the popularity of this
Namasamgiti, in Nepal only a limited number of
Namasamgiti - Maifijusrt (Fig.3) icons can be seen
enshrined and worshiped. Even in the Golden
Temple, where the Namasamgiti have been chanted
for several centuries, a statue of Namasamgiti -
Maiijusri was enshrined only in recent times i.e. 1987
CE. This gold-plated, twelve armed Namasamgiti -
Maijusri is considered the Nepal’s original
iconography (Shakya 2008b). On the other hand,
we find a huge number of Dharmadhatuvagi§vara-
mandalas (locally known as Dharmadhatu) in the
Newar Buddhist community, and this Mandala is
certainly the most commonly worshiped Mandala
in the Nepalese Buddhist tradition. As I have
demonstrated in an earlier publication (Shakya
2008a), the verse 115cd of the Namasamgiti is the
source of Dharmadhatuvagi§vara-mandala.

These facts lead us to conclude that Nepal
has developed its own tradition of Namasamgiti,
founded on a deep rooted faith in Mafjusri and it
will continue to be the backbone of religious culture.
Finally, it would be no exaggeration to say that for
the recite oriented Namasamgiti: The more you
chant, the more you gain.

Sukham Astu!!
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