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T AT JER0T &g | AT TOUUS! AP
fersToaT & &1 W JEHT AT g AT IS
Freraet g | Y g e g | a@ U
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AT A=l AIqA~aeh IHT Gfrard
BT 9 SR §

HTEITTTEAE & Hiae g |
AIEAIE TIT: VT FAPhE FNEF TG |
FeTrT=@HIEl SEF I (3. 3%-¥0) Bawaq

FAMAAST AT Tellh THEH TR T
FEARUEEH! AT ST § | T Had
LTI, & (STRE), 07 (E) TR & 97 are
TG, S T ATHIATS T Fehed (e TS
ST UaRH WEw QU &0 & eI W qEgTe
TfieEs! F™, 99 T FAER AEH, T T
P A i Pfeer Tt afchifier aor @@
HfT g | T TIES TAETHRUTATS a9
I ¥ IRERRT §g | SHlew AUAT ASAXT
VEHRHT TG | AqA TV FI G(UET
SEEdTs YT ARG T ‘AT K, &l 90
g TV W Qg SEE | IHleed Il
FAATS (FATS T TAAT | AHHIT 7 TSI
HAHATEET W AHFET (AAFTIRUTSHN) AT
YR AT JETNF ATFTTEEH BUEEHRT AT
g9 e e AMeeedl FAH®
(dualistic) e 17 T fasbeveedate @ A
FEE [FATT T TR T T3 GIoaT Ui el
TS & | A9 AVAT! ATIhE® WA
JAAEROTH] ST&T qiG1E a1 AlbqaaTIhl
freaTET, JFAHRUTEE, THIEE aT T AIAEE
TR AT T g | 1 99 e X
AIATEE FG1eh TETTRTUTRT AT SfTeht STy
TSUPH GG | A THANH IJTRYEE® IoF
AT T Qe g ATHEEHT AW ATH &
WAl TEHT FARUH &7 | Gooll fod WU
= ST AT AFeEd AT I
AFFaER T AFAAREAT (MH® TIAT §el
ST farg | frm Tl sieer qequt Sreaete

T gIRUTEE =T A g7 (T omg © e an
ey oTg &l a1) N HU a9dT qraFaed

THHT TheT T |

2.2.9) fermuy iabfaes awrRT

T ATTH T (e ® ! didiad
T &7 | F8 FaRmER S SR e ea<
Sitra, Hfl N T aeaT sSfga g1
| Sefeeers Mg o sty | Sefeee
HHAGIT HA: 39, AN T TeE®AE SIIL
&I ITHAT | SAT-SATOT 7 Sfesey Y Fefor awrer<ent
A TR T |

AR TgH! HETATAATIT STTHT
SATFAT STASTHTRG ST SR gl arefator
feTaarerTaTET = SHRT ATET UTT | ST RgUTEET
SieE Tt 2fieiere! AeaTaae! FTETHT THe
T | & I S FAGH AT AHATIAE
idae TEUEE IS TIUHT 9 TIEEL
AT, AN TEF, TS SehHEed a1
TR HAI T AT forame fersaga frmerehifes
R | STEE AT MHRM g aifarTe
F G 1o & et I T o et st
FET GG T FUSS SHIEE gF gF ATH MY
| T AFATHT T[T JISYEE WTHAT HF AT
TR TER g W @d W gee ¥
wereaTol TeeT R 1 @ e ety
TEArafa AT R ST | aITvTaTs
TATET gl + ST STAT T AT AT
T BT | IR aeie 9 39
FAG ATPEE T [TATEEEATE AT
SURIEE & TN |

AR it STRTEEATS fafyeg T
YT TIAT AR JHESTET | AN
iR sficteTent sy T T AN qedet
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ARAT P ©9 SATEAT TANTH G | FE
SITHT, GHTAT, 9T (RITAR) T TAHARTAT 91T
STRYEE FAA T T TAT G G1 I7IAT
T TATH g 1™

2.9.3) UTHTRIGA AUT URFIRT

FIHHT TAT FTHH FIUAR GHIAT
e TS SARFEE AT I e (et
FIVTATE FFATTRT IISL TR T T gy
AR g TR T | SiEEdTE AIeTe A
TETHT AT AT FTETHT SHET Tl AT
T ST ALTIT W ATHA LT I | Ty
M AEEEAE AIIHET TFU JIITEEATS
fafrag T afW s T | g IUSY UaEd
& afcamorr frw | Safs avat Seeerrs fafreg
TR fafi= SSEEAT T=R Y91 It |

A Sfedtad A9 JANH qIETE &
FA WL T 7 TR T AGAT T
FATAEE GAATETUIH] IS WaT Tl FHI &l
T qH L 7 BT Fpe 8 FoTTehT ATeee
YCHET TIHT AT SEIAAETHTE TSI IIALT
TR o T SISE®AT ATEAT T4 faame |
JAET ATEAT AT ASATHATS T 5 TEehl
FRO IJGHT TCUA T ATHGT AT I
A EEEATS A% TSR AU | e sfre
qTiHe fage® fafer, Serta T @ FHAT O
o o T8 A &1 | JEE IRAT AR W
ferafrq woaft a8 g7 WA SAEEA
ASHAATSN T T et g | &1 H/q
q AR ¥ g afeus g |

2.3. FETGEEATRT JTa! TARYETR
FTATET AU T AThHA TARIAR
g, AMfqe<d a7 e NTH! TH qHT
A Aeigeware Ul f | @ qwr
qigeeT A a9l RToEe S qIfaew, ©

ey | wed Reageae T o, gefies,
FopHitH, e g R aere TgrE™ T T
forafiraer g AN Fidlde TEITH
TH R g 1 A AW e STReTe
JHTOTT JHicTehl ATETCHT & T &l | He,
A T ATTINTHT JT= Tl 1 JHIROT A7
AETAAT ¥ Risd et gewwT T g
T FIgAT Aia 9O g | e
Hq, 9 T AT ATAE@NT JAAT A
TOIATE qICAT ST T4 IO g |
YIATHT S, qIRT T AT g TEREE
TG |

YICHAT T-AETHT ARTH T FATT
TR TEATE WTH &7 | AT Ieolg TCH
VX 9 @ AR g 7 g1 | e
@A TAF (A T IqEEH TIAT JHS
TR WEHgeedrs audmsl SIaT e
it | 8 weiigEE a9AWE IR AT
TAETATS I (v AThaTE ITUX Ul T
TI AT TR | AT A1 ArAe®hl ANTH
YEIEETE I IR & TR T o
ARAH! [ SPETHT AW TR T |
gfreTeT Uil FEEUSHT AF HelTage®a!
AN AT | aX @ g Heldgeewed uiw
FREETS AT AT g auTd AET U
g 17 AT TR I AT J SRAas
yfag Weaer aur g freafaacmes o
HEITT FLATIAHT AT (b TG AT 7T TheA
T | TEIEE de TR/ TSl AEHE®
SN | IR ¥ A GgHH AT HUSHT
T AT TAR TR g aedr T g 9% off
AT AT TFEHP! AHA LT oAb
AT g WU | e q fasequn e,
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ferrrefier snfeare o fagrmiees TR @R
TP T TEIURT ATATHAT A9 TSI
TR T AT IO a1 ST9AT &Y,
AT T A IR AT G

3. AR qUT A€ fafiet amges!

gt forefer

AT T o3 T T LT 8
| a9 AT AT 3T &1 | AHTIC: TS
T FET T T fAgwg 7 TaH &
TN Y | A JqAE qgH qausAHad
AT TG | BTG T FITHTAETITRT BT
g, T 1S a9 qEAMH! ITAATS JA6EG |
AT WEAHT F9As AT ST ST
TG T YU ™t STaHT GG | TUer
TAATE TATGeg | aNGHR R TAT T SIS
TEGAETE TNGg | a99EY T audTs
78 feaiia R G, ‘Tw d7H Fel, U,
T T AT @A G | TAATE TATGT
BT T IT T T T gy | qGT TTATE AT
gy 17X a9 qgraaers I TASeg JTEHT
Y g Yl FOM T JANE O GHH
IS A8 TIAT WH g5 | TqA TeqL AT
FAEfEdH JEH FMEA FHEARATS qT
TGS | Ad: a9 A AEFeEd! Avad
yinfyers gfafifcg Tog | @ FEeE AT
I I g ST &Y e A e
P A &Y | a9 e v (Frgd) T e
a7 sfeameft (Fafmy) S srfee g | e
@ITT () 1 FaaeT quameTe Hieed e
TEA a1 v g T A AN g | FER
fratoreet fafwe fHvE® (apparitional mode)
Tehd WELEUT AT qof Fayepl a9aT (suchness of
mind) T Heed FET a1 FavT & |

Y Jgeed! Mo 95T 3 gy e

T qTEH AR B TEATE Y UM Fid
fagrea ar faseaer s T e | ggfaa aw
STET AU FIRUT Tt Fgebl TATHIT 37e1 oy
T AP ARE T ©F | Tt A A 0=
ARINTE T AMIEH g AAAT TART ATCH &7
fepet T foF @ I8 qTarehl Tifaaaet AT ATER
TG a1 % T & Qe I AN & THH
HAHSTE AT T qlebrg | g GHN qoAehl
WWWQ:

TEITHH THATT A7 T B &, TFLo
HEFTTAT qAET 7% TR §7 |
YYRIIAT 9i7 9 T FTHT TRicgT | df 9fT
Fffra®l god TGET dRleeT | & T
FATTH TANY & | (TGP @HT Fle a7 &7
| & aF G 8 T I 9l & | ~Fder AT TqTT
& | a7 T 7 & | FTATE AT
BT Sf7uat 81 57 & @9 TAEEHT 57 5 [

HIfer IR SER &S aw aid
2 TN I & | a9 A g @ T A
@Y & | JEAT TCARAAT ST T,
ofterarfira, enfraafivar, drRiaRRa, s
T T we gRferge | fwedr afer i
AT IEIHARRE SMIRAAEF 99 &1
T W S JRATIRRaT =fe 9= &1 | o
A g fufacar TAfeSE | 41 A avEE
A & | avE @ Ui a9 @E # g |
TAMHTLT AT ART A T SR AT g g TG
I a9 FEATS T g | fear 79 8ig
(™) e T I AfeuE G

THATE IF g AT TIAT TT & T
I Fg# [Faas & | TE9T I F F JqT
Th & | ... I FAH HET 9 T T8 (
FIST TAIF7) &7 | T T TH JA137 I17 &
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| Fdd T FHITT & | FEI BT T &G (F GIATH AT NG U AT )

&777 A7) 77979 T IREGET (TTET)
g@&ANTHT T THFIFE §f | ... T9917T H7H
TIRTIGEEF I &1 | Tqers Affw, sas
U JAFGGE®H I F5od T FIST TH7
YoFIer T AT & | (TqE HE) ARITE
ghra 9% & 99T & 1%

AT T ARG GoIeTg TebelTe e
g HBU [TSAFEHA HAAHD! [HATAHT T

W’@‘Tﬁ'@a’:

T FIH, AT IRHATTT
FARCATHAPH, TEAleya w7 |

AT AT AW FeaT T TR AT FATCHS
T TATeH, A 3T THARIE & o a9 8l |

A, 30, e QT FAETAT I
FIFI IAT T (AF) AT GO T IIeT
A g | TEHROT [EIEATS qoadT
RYHIETT FHITTIG 9 e & 1%

RS AR @ T AR gHe® 1S qE
T [T TIAT 8 T AT TP AT &7
| ST AT ST &1 9 ATH T ART GHETATS
AT A a9 @EH AT (AL qrereed
AT TS | TN TE HATE QAT
I Jeet@ TR G ¢

@AITYET: TIIH: @ITE JE40,
TEATIRRET: AL THTIAE
ey | (FEEaE, 1009 1

TP TRIRG N AHATHT AToheEel
A @ T QT gHeEa! ar T fagg 9w
(8T A€ Pure perception) & Fa= €T UG,
f Tl aeE™ WRT W JW (=g a9
naked wisdom) =% & &1 | 78aE WE &

FTTH GTFATEEHT 7 GEGUf 17 BT
TUH g | TARSHAT & Flaga FATH
THHFAEEATE FHITAT SIS FeqT Taeg |
T 7 F7 ATTFTAT ST aT JSH §a |
g @ T T @F 7 & | I T qFGH GET T
AT UFRH A (THIE) g |

THANATE Skl @ AN (SAATH,
swift path) 9w T A7 AT AT FiEE
HAEEH Y AHAqeTHT A §75 |
AT gEETs R i, T O, A g, v
TTEeT ST feheuadl SEauIE e =T
FAMC & Y AR Il g7g | SHle®
et Tk e a9 seE Sitcers | 8,
T Yqia, FAfa a7 deEe, SEEen
AT T AT &7 a1 fafeeae qeafd
T T T

AT ARAT I T IATATAATE ST
oo AT BT | Y g AR At
TIHT HH TaG | AT TAGAT TERLHT a5
feprerey for. e sTgae 9 oie® 9E g | ®9
T JIIEEATS W@ T e | fam o fFerers
8 T 8 | T AAATS STEET T
AT TR T W FM, 9% T faadrs @
T GHET T Wiy o fael quead
I §7 g | J9) P-aeravia s sra,
EAT T e a7 TG | J&0 I (GTA
T4 yoga with signs) aT Fee1oT IRT (G 3
TR yoga without signs) 3o GTeT AT ST
ST AT A1 Prawasa & 9™ TEg |
HFIATD! IRATE a0 AT Il I TS
AT 9T AATE 3 IAN A7 T F g
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Feg qrteTs e e fafeg
TR BT &7 99 a9t ®Adr et | ft
fafr=r AeE w2 W v T STEE,
AGFHT [EETEl AHE®H! MR T qTei®
HTRITT ATH AT AG Frad @1 G |

AATS I T A Femrorey ofrer
gca TiitaeT AT JEET A i T ogw
SIIEE G |

JqATE FerdT™ Ui fob 9fvg s g
T AT TGeAATE A AR TN Tgeashl
TEEH TS TIAT AR TG | FARAT
LU J9ATE UhaH el T 98 &l
TG W ATATH G

FIATAATE FerqId 3% TEET 5T
TR 97 8T 7 T8q gI<d T797 & AT ToF
TS et 7 SITHT TRAFTHCH 7] | ~TTH
281 spo@l T [FFRIT ETRP g | AGHERT
T&T TFGOf FT GIfer T e 9T aT FT7TAT
AT ST T | FETTH! 77 (TOA) FTAT
FIT §ef 9 ATATTH 7T (A FeT A&7
FIET §f | AFNTIT TEFA FHGFH AGH (
HAF) AT, ¥ GAE®, TIHR AT [T7e®
BREGDHT g7 | AT THEE® Rvmer ait=r
Fle™ FAAT Fhiag 7 §7 Rraaq gl T
T TS T FHERF GAEE a7 [FaEE
FHTH 4= BT 7 76T YT 57 FAL AT FIAAT
gliag &7 GIFgar ? AGHERIT JGHT Flerdl Tie
FeTHT (T | A (JEeaH! AM) AATTATET
GEATT YT FHITTAT TFH HTFqF Bereqls 7
TS egmeg T BeT 7 UST F9ITH IRV &1 | e
FAITTATE BerqTTH &GAT & 1%

IqATS HemT /g 9t i |
HGIAT AT (g fweny qiesmar widy &

JodG AP § | FGHT Heaqd 7 R
TART AT T T S | T 918 TRy
AT TN TS 8 | AR AT Tareiast
g A TR AT AT T
AT AGHT T | TEAT G T’ 9 T
Iog TR G | T A TR AT HAH
FAIUT AT T & | Ao qiE1ee Toieeed!
e a1 b AL, GO T §AUE (
FSaf Dualistic fixation) =T A1 &5 |
YIS GARTIRT AT qFet et
IR (A1) T T [Faeugedie a6y
HeIHTH 81 | ST 90 Sareea §;:

eI U RATETaAT: | qeAe
AW &, FRBAVEET: ||

ASEARAE, IgH® qEIAGaH, |

(e geaae AeAed w1 ©
95.%%-%9, MEITHST)

HATq 77 5T8E, frar Avas® T e o7-
STFT R=TAT FIT ST I g7 | AT
HAH (GEEITT FATAF JI=AHE) [FAREE (
FT7) FIE FTVT THH T T FIG & | T
TN FATERE®HIE Tk 79 FIT TATTTH
qeTAT T a9 (FAATE) 7 7 74T g |

FIAM AN TSl TS qi
fafrg | i@ Wifs® s (academic world)
HT A3 T A ST T Tl T AT
g | AT WIise SQHT ‘G IR I
AT AWTHT JRECHIV TANT WTHN BIET e
F T AAAF G | TG Tl i Tl
qT yav a7 fACaLar & Wl IieAT et
ey | AT T fsdt e e
RIS R a7 §8 THRE grg : e
o T (S = A o ) T st 1
T (S = T o )
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W TIAT A 98 7 T @
R qeAfTeeh 7 g 9 A o q S Y
TEEHT TUH TReed &<h T AEanTd
IE® W& A, SUEAA T HeAdT g |
=A™ Reargsga e Sferer afw ar @62 et
g

(T7FTE) §F T [T 17l |
ST [F-T-70T TCITAHT FIRAT 9T T GaeT
F T FAETT TR TEAIEFHE FoTTeTE frer
&G 7T T JH T | GEer T FIhT -
777 (Bga3, ATIT T FeAaa) ; I a7 &qaT
STEEATE IE MRef F AT TIGIRT T T T
FRT T g2 H BoAde TGHT [TSIT T §7¢F
a1 FEqF g g |

Pr-ae eraiq e a1 s yag,
THRAAT a1 gty &7 | GHIAHT T HAP! Ao
g SfuEFer dwdtq ar gevd @ | B-ae
T Pafafy et STRAT AETHRET qoH T T&T

HEAATATH)

T A G | F&f 8 ATl AT &l &1 Sl
T IATER AT () o st
gt A= IPFeg | T & B A 8
T 99 T by | FATh : Sitgel A |
feFro et AT el Sl TRy ¥ &

| QT & B T ST TeAET ST ST TChr
TG TS Yo A | L. TeR S
A, HAqA T I q+F ar |”
A AT & T Al Forda! @HE (39
1), T, A @WTE, A 7, diag (fom),
AT Fitterd, qeagd AT S9iq dafaae T
TS JIEEAT 1 | AT, T,
¥ iafa® qaEars qeEE g | SHa
T @I B I AT (giEie) Feer
TeR & a1 Ed At qaw | Faae
TETEEATS W 90T a7 & ava A fopmw aaes
UG Fafa e ar SfaeT w9 3F e TIAT
FRTad g5 | I qqATs AT s AT frraioredr
TIAT ST 75 | ATEAFHT ST &1 S G STTeHT
T AT B PN IO F AT 9T a1 & a7 &
|

.....

AP AT B TR ©IHT (
TGS AT AN @WE (AT AR FT TIAT
[ @y a1 (McaAe T [ ©
ST e T el W g (g e A
T F-dfeg (TSR & Starera (T Siter)
7 | & Y i g T fspedept T At g
| T FAE G | oA R e
AGHT AR AT (0T ' G ¢ Q) T,
Fgard, FT T AW TS 9w goifaa v
AR g7 ¥ ) Y @I WETE &1 9 3) &
Afatege g8 (A 9T A9 q ¥) TT gHaTEe
AW &G | g g a1 S Tg] Tel 52 A
F ATTCAT AT HAA: AT T R AR
TG | AU @S afE T T | R
YATEd WEET (T HELE) ML TEATS aqa~a
g | TEETH @IE NTHA AT AT &
| I ATHA AT gHEEEH O & | A
giaia (9fW) WUl QT et Tore
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TUAT Ihe & | TG, Y F9d o fer
WX (9g) FWT wwg | §9R T frafr gaa
I N ATH AV AT 7 | Bera=el’s
Tefteare faq () F@fraﬁa‘«ﬁw%q (L
fre) @ SR (EIFT=®) ToE® 7 qiFi®
qﬁwaﬁ%ﬁfﬁld’rwwm
o s <ft oo freagfteaee s &
TSI &7 FEIT T WY TR g Tty @t
IH T o’ ([ I H I HY 90
aar &9 | fofieest ¥q@E SmERureEr ®qH
PR TR B (e T AfHTPT T T o
A a6 | T T AU Foaqadl I @EIH
feraraT & anfeares o e AT e |
A A FE AT qCH IZWRE I THR
WWH G |

79T a1 @7 & g FrrgEAengar |
TETIFINY F&T Q7 7 o 11§11
gg& TG qedF: AN T T T
| REGATI>T: STTATIF: 119311
I...T G TIqSTT TFET FAGT
| FredT & dqar 7 ga@rs~T @i
11641 @IITA)*

TEEE I A & | X SHIe® ANTqH
o BRTHT g | @ SRq@ A ge}
STfafad IHE® F 3 §1 | TIEHT B 9T o7
T | - (e wE AT geif) s
TR g g TSl §ed M &7 | T, 19,
fod®, 33, o, WWW@{WW
-9 fe® (TETA:) ATead ga @ aaH
anﬁﬁﬂawmﬁﬁqﬁ%
| forr & w9g &1 1 qg e AR

TP ATATH [ Ifchet i &
Ta &he RH G

ForaaaT Gfyar-aifest @iskr T |

Ieedife® qg FAaeqasr Faaconay |

FeTiHia] 9T GHFEATIT TETEET
g7 | @ETere e

st Poat 3% 9T T o~ difee fad X
AR oy | A I Afepes For g <Y frepew-
AHCHF g | AT A A} fod g
THHI-AACHE &g | AT THHI-AACHE
ferr 7 frrofer wewr oy 21
e 9177 TR AT A I Faae! @
g, AA I, AN T THEET &1 1%
foqer o9 @RI ©E faETcHsE
ferferepT sameT SRRt tTYsEateHT ai TEes:
W&‘Wf&g&' FW??‘W

it 11
gITE] FeqTqT s
TERITIcHTITIH |
TET T TEFAIGE qeq [Maro&a] oone
1
(yarrEtatrraafaty, ¥.:3-:9)

HAT AT TR Gbed (FeqT aT
faded) FT ArIHAT AP T Grestear Al
o o 9 Wl a9 A v
@G a9 TS GUR A S SFTET, afier
TS § | T8 foa 99 UPReT faeweq
FIAREATE Hh T TG FAMEE MR AL
IATER BT g | e J9HT AeA-TReHH!
a 76@A g9 | TRl Rafqers oW ar fatr
g |

HHL: (@ AGHT qf 3797 BrReT e
AP SAFAT Frag 1)
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Madhyamaka Dynamics: Early Tibetan
Attitudes to Knowledge and the
Problem of Emptiness

treatise, Nagarjuna famously describes the

unique insight of awakening as the
realization of dependent origination
(pratiyasamutpada). Yet for him, the way
things occur in dependence is such that they
neither cease nor arise, neither come nor go,
neither turn to nothing nor endure, and are
neither the same nor different. Given such
qualifiers, does it all make sense to speak of
occurrence? At the face of it, Nagarjuna’s
version of dependent origination seems to
admit no intelligible sense of origination at
all. Such a suspicion seems confirmed by the
very next stanza of the treatise, where
according to his classical commentators
Nagarjuna sets forth his own position (Skt.
pratijiia, Tib. dam bca

In the opening verses of his foundational

Not from itself, not from another,
Not from both, and not uncaused-
Nowhere does anything
Ever arise. [I. I]

It is fair to ask whether any
intelligible version of dependent origination
can be retained, given such unqualified and
complete denial of the arising of anything
whatever, anywhere at all. In the wake of such
a negation, what could possibly remain of
this crucial principle that, according
Nagarjuna, in fact qualifies the Buddha’s
teaching as supreme? As a philosophical

Thomas H. Doctor

program, Madhyamaka arguably emerges
based on the tensions that inhere in a
simultaneous affirmation and denial of
dependent origination, just as expressed in
the opening of the Malamadhyamakakarika.
Keeping reference to three Tibetan
trailblazers Patsab Nyima Drakpa, Chapa
Chokyi Seng-ge, and Mabja Jangchub
Tsondrii — I am here going to argue that with
such challenging foundations Madhyamaka
can hardly be explained as a circumscribed
philosophical position that advances a unified
claim to metaphysical truth. Traditional
commentarial appeals to the notion of two
truths cannot deliver such a final and flawless
formulation, because by insisting on
conventional appearances and their ultimate
emptiness being equally real in the final
analysis would arrive at an awkward ontology
that determines all entities as “real gqua
illusions.” Such a doctrine is in the end
contradictory, for it privileges the ontological
status of illusory phenomena as real thus
belying the very idea of illusion.
Madhyamaka is, I will therefore
suggest, better understood as a pragmatic
program — a hermeneutical, cognitive, and
transformative program that becomes
compelling by attending to the manifest
appearance as well as its voidness under
analysis. Such a program is not quietist, nor
does it lead to a position of philosophical rest.
The philosophical stance that emerges by
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committing to the Madhyamaka program
serves as an informed point of departure — a
practical orientation that, as such, is also
capable of carrying concrete consequences.

I conclude by suggesting that
Taktsang’s hermeneutics of three distinct
contexts those of no analysis, slight analysis,
and. thorough analysis — supports such an
understanding of the Madhyamaka endeavor.
For Taktsang, the Madhyamaka version of
conventional and ultimate truth becomes
relevant in a specific, practical context of
enquiry, and a reification of the two truths
beyond this passing, contextual relevance is
for him antithetical to Candrakirtian insight.
Such a metaphysical construction would, we
may conclude, on Taktsang’s analysis bar us
from acknowledging truth and knowledge
where those principles otherwise belong and
are readily available — i.e. in the preanalytical
world of practical engagements. Once that
mundane framework of knower and known
is subjected to Madhyamaka analysis the
framework itself disappears from the purview
of enquiry. That disappearance under
analysis may make it seem as if there were
only one truth — ultimate emptiness. Yet also
that is mere appearance. This becomes clear
by taking Madhyamaka enquiry beyond
Takstang’s second context of mere partial
analysis (chung zad dpyad pa) and into the
third. For Taktsang, the two truths of
appearance and emptiness thus emerge as
observed reality by stepping on to the
Madhyamaka path — but that path does not
end in metaphysics.

Three Early Tibetan Approaches

Chapa  Chokyi Seng  ge’s
Madhyamaka teaching is, first and foremost,
ontological in nature, for it maps the
substance of the world with the help of exact
and perfectly reliable epistemic instruments.!

For Chapa, the pramanas of perception and
inference are the epistemological tools for
comprehending Madhyamaka, or the way
things are and exist. Even the suggestion that
one might get at the latter without the
involvement of the former is thus in his system
simply inconceivable. For Patsab Nyima
Drakpa, on the other hand, things really are
not in any ascertainable way at all. According
to our single extant work ascribed to Patsab,
such a conclusion follows from taking
Nagarjuna's path of reasoning.? Hence, the
very idea of correct recognition of reality is,
for him, in the end nonsensical. Finally, Mabja
langchub Tsondru rejects ontological maps?
but he nevertheless insists that he, and all true
Madhyamikas with him, are in possession of
genuine epistemic instruments — instruments
that yield binding, positive knowledge.*
Each of the three authors thus lays
claim to the Middle Way, and each of them
develops an attempt at bringing together
emptiness and dependent origination. If we
want to position Mabja between the former
two thinkers, it is only because he to a certain
extent sides with both, rejecting the
ontological map but insisting on genuine
knowledge. But why, we may well ask,
should there be anything particularly centrist
about deciding to eat one’s epistemology
cake and keep it too? If there are no facts of
the matter, what could it really mean to
‘know’? This question we may ask all three
authors, but putting it to Mabja is particularly
pertinent, for his claims are actually the most
radical. For Chapa, there is a substance of
things, and everyone — ignorant sentient
beings, omniscient buddhas, and those on the
path inbetween encounter that substance.
Perception and inference are, moreover, the
means for ascertaining the exact character of
the substance of things. By skillfully
employing such epistemic instruments we can
acknowledge both the conventional and
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ultimate character of things, just as we may,
to use Chapa’s own metaphor, recognize fire
to be both the effect of fuel and the cause of
smoke.> Tackling emptiness by treating it as
one among other true properties, Chapa’s
epistemology leaves little appeal to mystery.
Patsap’s approach is, similarly, relatively
clear-cut, for as opposed to Chapa he
amplifies emptiness and the absence of
characteristics, thus tending to avoid conflict
with the doctrine of dependent origination by
appeals to illusion and the relinquishment of
knowledge claims. True knowledge is for him
more accurately understood as the dissolving
of cognitive error. Therefore, Mabja’s
doctrine of foundationless and nonetheless
positive knowledge is arguably the more
striking and most radical of the three.

Restoring a Stance

As evinced by our three early Tibetan
interpreters, Madhyamaka thought can
proceed in very different directions, yet the
core conflict remains the same. Since, the
“true view” of emptiness is defined as entirely
beyond the “extremes” of mental
construction, such a view must, in and of itself,
remain untouched by thought - utterly
transcendent and forever unconditioned.
Obviously, such a point of view cannot be
assumed, and assuming it therefore never
becomes an actual option. Hence because of
a definitional requirement of complete
thought transcendence, “knowledge of
emptiness” appears permanently out of reach
and the phrase may be regarded as a
contradiction in terms.

Turning next to the partner principle
of emptiness i.e. dependent origination we
might find this key Buddhist idea a
surprisingly modest candidate for the title of
central tenet, for in the literature this principle
is typically explained as the teaching that

“when this is, that will be; when that occurs,
this will occur.” Knowledge of Buddhism is,
from that point of view, the knowledge of
what causes what — in the world in general
and, in particular, within a person’s stream
of being across past, present, and future. Such
knowledge is of a practical nature, of course,
and there is also a, sense in which we to some
extent already have and apply that kind of
knowledge. Indeed, if we live lives that can
in some regard be considered just minimally
successful we are arguably already to some
extent acquainted with the nature and
functioning of causes and conditions.
Therefore, although the Buddhist
metaphysics of karmic causality seek to
introduce us to states of affairs that lie far
beyond the reach of the senses, the
fundamental Buddhist tenet of dependent
origination has to a certain extent already been
recognized and adopted, no matter who we
are.

Looking at things in this way only
exasperates the sense of incompatibility with
respect to the fundamental Madhyamaka
claim that combines emptiness and dependent
origination, because while emptiness appears
forever out of reach the fundamental point
about dependent origination seems to be
already taken. I propose, however, that the
perception of conflict is due to our treating
Madhyamaka as a truth claim that defines a
static position. If rather than anticipating a
claim to metaphysical truth we instead look
for elements in a lived stance a practical
program informed by discrete observations
along the lines of emptiness and dependent
origination much of the conceptual
strangeness dissolves and Madhyamaka
arguably emerges as a both intelligible and
doable project.

We need not demand that the
acknowledgement of things and events, or
what Buddhist philosophy terms dependent
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origination, be combined with a declaration
of universal voidness, so as to thereby form
an indivisible claim to an essentially unitary
metaphysical truth. Such an endeavor is
bound to fail, because the doctrine of illusion
that ensues by ascribing two distinct aspects
appearance and emptiness to a single
substratum is in the end contradictory. What
would it mean for the apparent entity to be
like an illusion and nonetheless real as a
“mere appearance”? If the image of illusion
is meant to show that the pillar in front of me
is unreal only in certain regards there must
obviously be something about it that is then
not just merely apparent. Yet whatever that
something might be, if consequently we hold
the pillar to be real in a way that is more than
Jjust seeming it would also seem that we
thereby have abandoned our Madhyamaka
position.

But such contradictions are quite
avoidable. Philosophical positions need not,
and ultimately cannot, be reduced to truth
claims only. The complex “clusters of
attitudes,” to use van Fraassen’s phrase® that
carry larger philosophical programs resist
such an analysis, and if our philosophical
orientation is motivated by pragmatic
considerations and a focus on what is
empirically accessible, rather than
metaphysical categories, the quest for a single
context independent truth formula would
seem particularly. As our experience with
science may tell us, rigorous enquiry can be
meaningfully and successfully conducted
without any pre declared belief in the
achievability, or even desirability, of
explanatory models that lay claim to an
incontrovertible universal truth.

Working  with  Madhyamaka
reasoning occurs, as we have noted, within a
mundane and straight forwardly achievable
context. Although any unequivocal
metaphysical conclusion to such labors may

not be forthcoming, the work itself is thus
concrete. Thinking in terms of emptiness is,
in other words, a wholly practicable endeavor
that, as does all thinking, affects the thinker
and compels toward courses of action. The
con text of such contemplative work is that
of dependent origination, the interplay of
causes and conditions, and there must
therefore also be manifest effects of
emptiness thinking. What those effects may
turn out to be in particular, whether they are
at all desirable, and how to best proceed in
the light of them remain of course open
questions. But if we consider Madhyamaka
to be a cognitive program that is carried out
in a practical context we are no longer stuck
with the perception of a bizarre combination
of two conflicting theses.

Conceived as a cognitive program,
Madhyamaka can be seen to emerge in an
atmosphere of general distrust of, and
discontentment  with, metaphysical
explanation. As a stance that thus is
developed by attending to manifest
appearances in the light of rational analysis
Madhyamaka becomes intelligible as a
philosophical orientation and a practical
approach to the contents of experience. Such
thought can be tried and evaluated on
pragmatic grounds tested for applicability
and usefulness and the Nagarjunian critique
of causation, motion, etc. can in this way also
be understood as a way of honing our
perception of the manifest phenomena. The
Madhyamaka point of view thus emerges as
an actual perspective philosophical and/or
perceptual. At the same time, such a
Madhyamaka viewpoint clearly cannot be
construed as a dogmatic position, because it
does not occupy or lay claim to any fixed
section of our conceptual or linguistic
landscape.

Notably, understanding Madhyamaka
to be a programmatic commitment of this type
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does not entail that the truth declared in
Madhyamaka philosophy thereby becomes
“merely contextual.” Rather, what such an
understanding of Madhyamaka does. entail
is that truth, as such, emerges in concrete
contexts, and that this is how truth can in fact
manifest as the dispeller of falsity.
Madhyamaka words and Madhyamaka
thoughts can in this way be dealt with,
reckoned with, and paid attention to as
concrete and potentially efficacious factors
in the world that is at hand. Jut as
inconceivable as it appears when construed
as a metaphysical position, just as tangible
Madhyamaka, becomes, we might say, when
understood as a stance.

When approached in this way
Mabja’s system gains considerable
plausibility. In the conventional context the
only real context that there is, given the utter
transcendence of the ultimate Mddhyarnikas
may subject the appearance of dependent
origination to the sort of “ultimate analysis”
that the Nagarjunian arguments encourage.
Thereby they do not discover any ultimate
reality, because there is nothing of that sort.
Instead they may, by such a program of
rational deconstruction, acknowledge the
groundless, illusion like character of
dependent origination. Thus Mabja argues
that although Madhyarnikas ultimately do not
have any theses they nevertheless develop
views about both conventional and ultimate
states of affairs. He also claims that among
the MAdhyamikas’ many assertions only
those that concern conventional matters are
really convincing to themselves. All
variations of the theme of transcendent
emptiness they instead recognize as skillful
contrivance. Such constructs may, for him,
have pedagogic value but they do not
actually refer.” If, rather than as a thesis of
ontology, Madhyamaka is instead
understood, as a distinct cognitive attitude, a

way of engaging with the manifest
appearance, Mabja’s claims are no longer so
startling. Where we saw a curious instance
of eating one’s pie and still having it we might
in this way instead find descriptive power.

Conclusion : Taktsang on
Stance

In the works of Patsab, Chapa, and
Mabja we notice a wide range of
interpretations that all resonate profoundly in
the Madhyamaka thought of both
Tsongkhapa and Taktsang. The crucial device
in Tsongkhapa’s Prasangika/Svatantrika
distinction the question of whether
Madhyamakas’ accept conventional
particular characteristics (Skt. svalaksana Tib.
rang mtshan) is, as 1 have discussed
elsewhere,® also, central to Mabja’s
apparatus. At the same time, Tsongkhapa’s
epistemological confidence and doxastic
ambition is much in the vein of Chapa’s
insistence on undeceiving epistemic
instruments. Tsongkhapa’s defenders,
Losang Chokyi Gyaltsen and Amdo Jamyang
Zhepa, each pottray Taktsang as a nihilist who
deprecates convention of reality and denies
the very possibility of meaningful knowledge
for a Madhyamika (thus resembling Chapa’s
early rejection of Candraklrti as a perceived
nihilist). Although the view expressed in the
Illuminating Lamp may be seen as more
sophisticated than the purvapaksa constructed
by Tsongkhapa’s defenders their critique is
nevertheless arguably more relevant to Patsab
than it is to Taktsang. Reading the treatise
ascribed to Patsab, we may indeed get the
impression that for him the very notion of
epistemic instrument is irreconcilable with
Madhyamaka. Whereas Candrakirti discusses
prama and pramana as understood in “the
world,” thus opening the possibility for
extensive Prasangika epistemology as
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developed by Mabja or Tsongkhapa, I am not
aware of any comparable passage in Patsab.
Tatktsang, on the other hand, clearly
acknowledges that such terms have an
epistemologically innocent usage, namely, as
applied in the world of practical transactions.’
In this world of conventions, Takstang
explains, identity is constructed by assuming
that entities otherwise separated in time are
in fact one and the same. Such errors are
pervasive in the preanalytic, mundane
context, yet when the constructs of the world
are subjected to Madhyamaka reasoning their
falsity is exposed and they all fall apart. Thus
emerges the idea of an ultimate truth of
emptiness. With this notion manifests,
Taktsang explains, the initial stage of applied
reason that is specific to Madhyamaka. The
falsity of conventions is realized and then
subsequently juxtaposed with the ultimate
transcendence of error. The pursuit of ultimate
truth that such Madhyamaka analysis spurs
ha§, argues Taktsang, the power to dispel
ignorant thought constructions and karmic
imprints, yet since the duality between
appearances and their true nature itself does
not stand up to reason also that must in the
end fall to Madhyamaka analysis. The
sustained process of Madhyamaka enquiry
thus culminates in, a realization that
relinquishes even the notion of two truths.
Recognizing that there thus are three
contexts those of no, partial, and thorough
analysis is for Taktsang key to understanding
what Madhyamaka is:
Knowing how all frameworks relate to
these three contexts Will make one a
representative of the Great Madhyamaka,
but with out such knowledge
contradictions compound.'®
Insisting that proper recognition of
the Madhyamaka project is a matter of proper
awareness of context, Taktsang thus arguably
seeks to resolve the tensions that appear in

the literature by an appeal to the notion of an
engaged stance. Thus, on Taktsang’s reading,
Tsongkhapa ends up incoherent due to his
wish to draw up a Madhyamaka metaphysics
that is universally relevant and hence,
implicitly, independent of context. Yet
Madhyamaka is a program, a transformative
process that is effectuated, by attending to
appearances and their “emptiness.” Whether
and how far we may find a given perspective
veridical will depend on our positioning
within that process. Defining Madhyamaka
as a metaphysical position that, must be
accurate across the board, in abstraction from
the concrete lay of the land, is therefore a
way of inviting contradiction.

Taktsang’s criticism is informed by
the early Tibetan Prasangikas’ rejection of
.Chapa’s metaphysical edifice, and
Tsongkhapa’s doctrine of combined
Madhyamaka and pramanav5da obviously
bears a certain semblance to the latter. We
will not explore the details of Taktsang’s
endeavor any further at this point, but let us
in closing this discussion simply notice that
also central passages in Tsongkhapa appear
to convey an understanding of Madhyamaka
as a practical, epistemic program rather than
a doctrine on the truths of metaphysics. In an
oft cited, pithy instruction, Tsongkhapa thus
declares:

The appearance of unfailing dependent
origination.

And the understanding of emptiness
beyond claim-

For as long as these two appear separate.
The intent of the Able One has not yet
been realized.

At a certain point the mere seeing of
undeceiving dependent origination
Will, without alternation and all at once,
In itself make all grasping at objects of
certainty collapse.

That is the time when the investigations
of the view have been perfected.'!
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In Chapa’s system relative and ultimate epistemic instruments thus converge as they access the very
same entity (7he Middle Way of the Three Easterners24): “The bearers of the characteristics [of the two
truths] do not differ, because all phenomena can be shown to be ultimate substance just as they can be
shown to be conventional substance.” sepmtshan gzhi tha dad yod pa ma yin te chos thams cad don
dam pa’i rdzas su’ung mishon du rung la kun rdzob kyi bden pai rdzas su mishon du rung paang yinno/
Hluminating Lamp 49b: “I do not accept any epistemic instruments, because such instruments and the
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3)

4)

5)

objects evaluated by them are both refuted in Refuting Objections (Skt. Vigrahavyavartant). If there
were epistemic instruments there would have to be objects to be evaluated and such objects do not
exist. It may be objected: ‘There are two issues: 1) evaluation by conventional reliable means of
cognition in accordance with what is accepted. [in the world] and 2) ultimate evaluation.” Yet that is
untenable, because given that the allegedly conventional epistemic instrument is held to be veridical
(Skt. prama) with respect to the object it realizes, it cannot be impaired by any other epistemic instrument,
and so it turns out to be ultimate [rather than conventional]. Hence, a division in terms of epistemic
instruments that are applicable either conventionally or ultimately does not hold. Rather, anything at
all that may be held to be an epistemic instrument will turn out to be ultimate, and therefore, since there
are no epistemic instruments at all, I do not accept any either.” nged tshad ma khas mi len te tshad ma
dang gzhal bya gnyis ga rtsod zlog du bgag pas ste / tshad ma la gzhal bya yod agos pa la gzhal bya
med pa i pyhir ro // tha snyad pa i shad mas grags tshod du jal ba dang don dam Jal ba gnyis yod zer na
/myi ‘ehad de tha snyad pa’i tshad mar ‘dod pa des rtogs pa’i don la tshad ma yin phan cod tshad ma
gzhan gyis mi gnod pas /de yang dag du ‘gyur bas na tha sep snyad pa’i tshad, ma [short illegible word]
dang gnyis med kyi/ tshad ma goig grub phan cad des don bden par ‘gyur bas na tshad ma gang yang
med ste mkhas mi len to /.

Ornamet of Reason 29: “Arising, cessation, and so forth are like dreams and illusions. They are merely
apparent from the perspective of the deluded mind. Particular characteristics, such as those that the
Svatantrikas believe in, do not even exist in terms of the conventional.” Sep ske dgag /a sogs pa’ang
rmi lam sgyu ma Itar shes pa ‘khrul pa’ingo na de Iltar snangba tsam yin gyi rang rgyud du smra ba’l fbu
ma pas brtags pa lta bu’i rang gi nushan nyid du gyur pa ni kun rdzobs du yang med Ia.Sep Doctor 2014
18 22.

Mabja’s The Appearance of Reality and its auto commentary thus detail the character and function of
Candrakirtian pramdnas. Such epistemic means serve develop the Madhyamaka position (Skt. paksa
Tib. phyogs)to who which Madhyamikas, for him, must obviously be committed (7he Appearance of
Reality, 27b d) : “Then, since self and other are mutually dependent, If there is no position of one’s own
there is no position of others either. What, then, is it that you wear yourself out refuting?” rang gzhan
hos grub yin pas rang phyog ni // med pas gzhan phyogs yod min de yi phyir // khyod ni ci zhig ‘gog
nas ngal bar//

The Middle Way of the Three Easterners 24: “Take, as the subject, all objects of cognition. In terms of
the epistemic instrument that has ascertained the absence of constructs, all objects of cognition are of
a substance that is real as the object of an epistemic instrument that evaluates the final [nature of
things]. They can, therefore, appropriately be shown to be of the substance of the ultimate truth. On the
other hand, in terms of a mind that ascertains an implicative negation, they are of a substance that is real
as the object [of an epistemic instrument] that does not evaluate the final [nature of things]. Hence they
can also appropriately be shown to be of conventional substance. In terms of the first type of mind all
objects of cognition are established as the ultimate truth, and thereby their being the conventional
truth in terms of conventional truth in terms of that mind is precluded. This, however, does not
preclude their being the conventional truth in terms of another type of mind. Similarly, in terms of the
second type of mind all objects of cognition are established as the relative truth, and while this
precludes their being the ultimate truth in terms of that mind, it doe’s not preclude their being so in
terms of another type of mind. There is, in the same way, nothing contradictory about fire being the
effect of fuel, while in relation to smoke it is also a cause.” shes hya ma lus pa gzhir bya ste / spros bral
du gtan la ‘bebs pa’i tshad ma la Itos nas mthar thug Jal ba’i tshad ma’i yul du bden pa’i rdzas yin pas
don dam bden pa’! rdzas suang mtshon du rung la/ma yin dgag nges pa’i blo la llos nas mthar thug mi
Jal ba’i yul du bden pa’i rdzas yin pas kun rdzobs kyi bden pa’i rdzas su’ang mtshon du rung ste / blo
de la hos te don dam pq,.’,i bden par grub pas blo de Ia Itos pa’i kun rdzob kyi bden pa yin pa khegs
kyang blo gzhan la Itos pa’i kun rckob Ayi Men pa yin pa mi khegs la I yang blo de la hos pa’i
kunrdzob Ayi bden pa yin par grub pas Ayang blo de Ilos nas don dam gyi bden pa yin pa khegs kyi
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gzhan la 1tos pa don dam gyi bden pa yin pa mi khegs pa 7 phyir le / me A ba Itos nas rAyu yin yang
bud shing gi ‘bras bur mi ‘gal ba bzhin no

See e.g. VAN FRAASSEN 2002, 59..In seeing Madhyamaka as a committed stance that is assumed in
the practical exercise of reason I rely on van Fraassen’s analysis of philosophical positions. (See
Doctor 2017).

The Appearance of Reality 49 50: “Furthermore, [theses] may concern conventional states of affairs (as
when it is said, for example, that conventionally phenomena are like an illusion, apparent yet devoid
of nature), as well as ultimate states of affairs (such as the statements, “ultimately phenomena do not
arise;” or “they are beyond mental constructions and transcend all claims”). In the first case, a genuine
thesis is held wholeheartedly; in the second, however, the thesis is a superimposition. One is concerned
with the mistaken beliefs in the existence of things such as arising with respect to that which remains
devoid of any essential establishment and is beyond all constructions of negation and affirmation.
Wishing to dispel these misconceptions, one makes use of terms such as absence of arising” and so
teaches through superimposition. There is no wholehearted belief in even the mere marks that negate
ultimate arising, constructs, claims, etc. Therefore, such negations are not genuine theses. Hence, it
should be understood that this [presence of theses concerning ultimate states of affairs] does not
contradict the explanation that there are neither positive nor negative theses in terms of the ultimate.”
de la’ang chos rnam kun rdzob tusnang la rang bzhin medpa sgyu ma Ita bu yin zhes pa la sogs pa kun
rdzob pa 7 yul dang / chos rnam don dam par skye ba medpa’am / spros pa dang bral ba dang / khas len
thams cad dang bral ba yin no zhes pa lasogs palta budon dam pa’i yul la kun rdzob du dam bca’ byed
pa gyyis las / dang po ni / de Itar zhe bas ‘dod pas dam bea’mtshan nyid pa yin la / gnyts pa ni / dgag
sgrub kyi spros pa gang gi yang ngo bor ma grub par gnas pa la skye ba la sogs par yod par ‘dod pa’i log
rlog gsal bar ‘dod nas skye ba med pa la sogs pa’i ming gis sgro btags nas bstan pa yin pas sgro blags
kyi dam bea’yin gyi /don dam par sAye ba dang spros pa dang khas ten la sogs pa bkag pa’i mtshan ma
tsam A yang zhe bas mi ‘dod pas de dgag pa’i dam bca’ mishan nyid pa nla yin pa’i phyir don dam par
dO;ag sgrub kyi dam bea’ med par bstan pa dang mi ‘gal bar shes par bya’o /

Docter 2013.

Commentary on Freedom from Extremes 312:*“Although upon analysis they are all mere deceptions of
the childish, the framework whereby epistemic instruments are distinguished from what are not such
instruments, as well as the concepts of the correct versus the incorrect, or simply what is true versus
what is false, are all asserted just as they may be compelling from the innate mundane perspective.”
“Thus, in this context, the terms “mundane” or “ordinary people” refer to cognition that, without any
inquiry or analysis, treats before and after as one due to the so called innate ego grasping that has been
active since beginning less; time. Such a cognition may perceive smoke above a hilltop and from such
evidence infer that behind the hill there is fire. It may treat trustworthy verbal testimony as significant
and it may understand that a. cow has hooves based on hearing that a cow is similar to a gayal/ In such
cases people may say, “I have a source of knowledge for this,” and they may likewise use the words, “I
have seen that ultimately this is how it is.” Mundane sources of knowledge are like this, and when
people rely on such sources they also classify dream horses as unreal while deeming the horses they see
when awake to be real. Thus, they draw distinctions between the correct and the incorrect. But according
to Candrakirti’s system both kinds of horse are definitely equally efficacious from the perspective of
delusion and equally nonexistent from the perspective of reason.”

10) Commentary on Freedomftom Extremes 300.
11) The Three Principal Factorsfor the Path I 1 12: snang bar ten’byung bslu ba medpa dangll stong pa

khas len bral ba’i go ba gnyis // ji srid so sor snang ba de srid dull da dung thub pa’i dngos pa rtogs pa
md // nam zhig re jog medpar cig car dull rten ‘brel mi bslur inthong ba tsam nyid nas // nges shes yul
gyi’dzin stang kun zhig na // de tshe Ita ba’i dpyadpa rdzogs pa lags //
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Madhyamaka Dynamics

Early Tibetan Attitudes to Knowledge and the Problem of Emptiness
A Seminar paper by by Dr. Thomas
Commented by : Dr. Surendra Man Bajracharya

I would like to thank the organizers of this important event for giving me this opportunity to share
my view on ‘Madhyamaka Dynamics- the paper presented by Dr. Thomas’. I would also like to thank Dr.
Thomas for bringing into light the spiritually significant subject concerning with ‘Madhyamaka’ teaching
expounded by Nagarjuna. It is one of the philosophical foundation of Mahayana and Vajrayana Buddhism.
It is widely practiced in Nepal but the term is less known, rather it is known by the name ‘Sunyata jnana’ or
‘Prajnaparamita’. ‘Sunyata jnana’ is repeatedly uttered by the practitioners-vajracharyas and Shakya while
performing Buddhist rituals. Nepalese Buddhists not only recite, and worship Prajnaparamita, they even
carry it in palanquin in procession around the city.

The teaching of Madhyamaka is so profound and subtle, I don’t think I am a right person to make
any comment on it and on the paper concerning it, as the one we are having now. However, being an
academic person I can put forth some suggestions (not the comments) based on academic ground. But
before doing my main task of suggesting comments, let me share my idea linking to the present paper on
understanding Madhyamaka, with my fellow audience so that they can participate in discussion.

Meaning of Madhyamaka or Madhyamika- middle way:

*  Previously middle way is understood as avoidance of two extremes and following the middle path.

*  Madhyamaka the middle way between Eternalism (Swasatvada) and Annihilism (uchchedavada).

*  For me, it is the extension of Pratitya-samutpada (the law of interdependent origination). Non
production theory.

*  Madyamaka advocates the doctrine of Sunyata.

*  Meaning of Sunyata (Sunyata of what ? of swabhava). When we say ‘this hall is empty, sunya,
what does it mean ? Sunyata is not total vacuum or nothingness, it also shows something is
present.

*  More than 120 works are ascribed to Nagarjuna, almost all of them deal with Sunyata. The popular
ones are MulaMadhyamikakarika, Sunyatasaptati, Vigrahavyavartani, Yuktisastika etc.

*  Two truths (Samvriti satya and Paramartha Satya) are also the subject matters of Madhyamaka.
(the paper opines that sustained process of Madhyamaka enquiry culminates in a realization that
relinquish even the notion of two truths. Rupam sunyata, sunyataiva rupam.

*  There were many eminent followers, commentators of Nagarjuna e.g Aryadeva, Shantideva
Chandrakirti, Bhavaviveka, Buddhapalita.

*  Two branches of Madhyamaka- Svatantrika Madhyamaka (Bhavaviveka 550-578 in Tarkajwala)
and Prasangika Madhyamika (Buddhapalita 470-550 in Mula Madhyamakavriti, Chandrakirti
600-650 in Prassannapada, Madhyamakavatara).

*  The Svatantrika versus Prasangika sub-schools may have been an 11th—12th century innovation
of the Tibetan translator ‘Patsab Nyima Drakpa’ while he was translating a Sanskrit text by
Candrakirti into Tibetan.
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The

*  There always had been intellectual tussle between these two Madhyamaka views.

*  Chapa Senge — the Svantantrika supporter, Patsab choki —Prasangika leaning, Mabja Janchupa
Prasangika supporter and Taktsang prasangika leaning.

*  Buddhist logics have always been the basis of understanding Madhyamaka standpoint.

*  The paper puts emphasis that Madhyamaka should be treated as the subject of intellectual debate
but should be made practical for all accepting it as a transformative [process that is effectuated by
attending to apprearances and their emptiness.

Madhyamaka Dynamics
Early Tibetan Attitudes to Knowledge and the problem of Emptiness

By Dr. Thomas
paper deals with the subject title in three subheadings and stretched within 14 pages.

ye dharma hetu prabhava hetu tesam tathagatahyubhadata, tesam cay o nirodha aivam vadi
mahasramana. It shows whole essence of Buddhist philosophy. It embraces pratitya-samutpada and
Madhyamaka too.

The paper asserts realization of Dependent Origination is required to understand Madhyamaka.
Pratitya-samutpada seems to admit no intelligible sense of origination at all

Based on Pratitya-samutpada, assertion of non production theory (pratijna) was made, which has
been the thesis of Nagarjuna.

it denies notion of svabhava, parabhava and abhava.

Madhyamaka moves further with simultaneous affirmation and denial of dependent origination giving
rise to popular concept of two truths.

But, the paper discusses how the notion of two truth has caused an ambiguity or confusion and puts
the learners at an awkward ontology that determines all entities as ‘real qua illusions. Supporting the
view of Taktsang, the paper says reification of the two truths is antithetical as they seem contradictory.
The paper suggests Madhymaka should not to be viewed as a claim metaphysical truth claim but to
be understood as a pragmatic program- a hermeneutical, cognitive and transformative program that
becomes compelling by attending to the manifest appearance as well its voidness under analysis. It
should be looked for elements in a lived stance- a practical program based on observations along the
lines of emtiness and dependent origination. In so doing Madhyamakaappers as a both intelligible and
doable project. the paper further suggests philosophical positions need not, and ultimately can not be
reduced to truth claims only.

the paper is highly philosophical, and contains a number of technical terminologies the meaning of
which need clarification. The general readers or audience may not understand easily.

The paper seems targeted for readers interested in Tibetan Buddhism. It lacks appeal to Nepalese
readers. The paper would have been interesting for Nepalese readers too, if some original Sanskrit
terms were used (as the base of Tibetan Buddhism and Nepalese Buddhism is Sanskrit). Reference to
Sanskrit sources is desirable and will be beneficial. Similarly, link of Madhyamaka philosophy can be
well established to Prajnaparamita sutra which is very popular in Nepal.

Otherwise, those who do not know terms like pratitya-samutpada, Buddhist logics it will be difficult to
comprehend.

If the paper intends to cover general readers, some introductory approach may be included. For
example, the meaning of Madhyamaka, Buddhist logics etc.

Three approaches/distinct contexts for understanding mentioned- no analysis, slight analysis and
thorough analysis. It looks similar with description of three types of people by Atisa Sri jnana, the
instigator of Kadampa tradition in Tibet, in his Bodhipath pradip- udham, madyam and uttam. Coincidently,
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the three Tibetan personalities of whose views were discussed in the paper are related to Kadam
tradition.

The paper opines only through a thorough analysis, contradiction between two truths avoided.

#  The paper presenter mentioned and gave utmost importance to views of four personalities though in

the subtitle three were mentioned.

Chapa Chokyi Senge (1109-1169)

Patsab Nyima Drakpa (1055-1145)

Mabja Jangchub Tsondru (d. 1185) and

Taktsang

Their short introduction seems mandatory ( It may be mentioned somewhere- either in parentheses or
foot note). Names are kept in repetition causing confusion. Fresh readers or Nepalese readers may not
know them.

It would be much better if their views are dealt with chronological order of time.

#  The paper presenter tried to bring together emptiness and dependent origination rejecting ontological

map but insisting on genuine knowledge. This is in congruence with the three recognized scholar
masters. The paper reveals how the three Tibetan scholars made effort to combine Sunyata and Pratitya-
samutpada.
It is understood that Chapa Chokyi Senge supports Svatantrik Madhyamika while Patsab Drakpa and
Mabja Tsondru adhered to Prasangika Madhyamika. Tussle between these two views is history
known and it still prevails and is seen everywhere when it comes to Madhyamaka philosophy. However,
the paper is successful in revealing the differences though both admit Madhyamaka foundation i.e
sunyata. The paper also brings into light that all the three scholars held common opinion stressing
upon importance of Buddhist logics in dealing with Madhyamaka philosophy.

#  The paper makes the suggestion that conventional truth and ultimate truth should not regarded as two
separate truths. The truth should be one.

#  Inconclusion, Madhyamika is mentioned as a practical epistemic program rather than a doctrine on the
truth of metaphysics. It is well said, because Madhyamaka is to be understood for attaining the goal i.e
nirvana.

Here, the quotation of Tsonkhapa becomes relevant-

Unless Pratitya-samutpada and emptiness are viewed separate, goal is far away.

What appears from pratitya-samutpada (Sanskrit dharmas= anitya) is conventional truth and what
underlies within it (the principle= nitya, sanskrit) is ultimate truth. Both are same. Therefore, it is rightly
said, the sustained process of Madhyamaka enquiry thus culminates in a realization to relinquish even
the notion of two truth.

Appearance and emptiness seems two distinct aspects and two conflicting theses. They should not be
viewed as separate aspects. Emptiness is the character of appearance. Therefore, Madhyamaka take
them same. This is well explained in heart sutra, Prajnaparamita Hridaya sutra:

Rupam sunyata sunyataiva rupam. So, as mentioned in the paper- philosophical positions need not
and ultimately can not be reduced to truth claims only.

#  Impression: Contentwise, there are equal shares of Madhyamaka and Pratitya -samutpada in the
paper. Therefore, it seems Pratitya-samutpada should also appear in the title (e.g Pratitya-samutpada
and Madhyamaka Dynamics).

Some points are repeatedly mentioned or discussed. They can be kept together in one place e.g
importance of dependent origination, some concluding points or assertion appear in the beginning and the
last part conclusion. They can be kept in the conclusion part only.

The paper has been successful in throwing light on ‘why Madhyamaka should be treated as a both
intelligible and doable package project ’ with practical epistemic program rather than a doctrine on truths of
metaphysics.
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